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1147, when the launching of the Second Crusade inspired in The Slav
the Saxon nobles the idea of a crusade against the pagan
Wends. One army, under Albert the Bear, advanced from
the Elbe to the Oder, and threatened Stettin in Pomerania ;
but it returned without any achievement to its credit. The
other, under Henry the Lion, was successful in capturing
Niclot's fortress of Dobin, but otherwise effected nothing.
The crusade was disastrous from every point of view. The
vast preparations had produced feeble results; the Wendish
leaders, such as Niclot, who had co-operated with Adolf of
Holstein, were alienated; the new colonists saw their lands
ravaged by the devastations of both sides. The policy of
peaceful penetration was for the time abandoned; Adolf of Henry^
Holstein, its inspirer, was forced to play second fiddle to Lion
Henry the Lion, to whom he had to surrender his town of
Liibeck in 1158. Henry, when he was not engaged in the
Emperor's Italian expeditions, was eager to press on with
the work of conquest, eastward, in rivalry with Albert the
Bear, as well as northward. At last, in a campaign con-
ducted in alliance with king Waldemar of Denmark in 1160-2,
Niclot was killed and the resistance of the Wends in Holstein
and Mecklenburg finally overcome. Adolf of Holstein was
killed in battle in the latter part of this campaign, but his
policy was now able to triumph. Peace having been restored
and the raids of the Wends at an end, the colonists could
resume their task of reclaiming the marsh and putting it,
under cultivation. And Henry, having succeeded in his con-
quest, was anxious to reap the fruits. Besides the important
charter which he gave to Liibeck in 1163, he encouraged
settlers as Adolf had done, and missionaries to complete the
work of conversion. The increasing prosperity of his newly-
won territories added materially to his resources.

The fall of Henry the Lion caused a temporary set-back,
owing to the confusion and disorder that prevailed in Saxony allf Henry
when his strong hand was withdrawn.   There was no loss of the Lion
territory, however, though there was a change in personnel.
Adolf the younger of Holstein was able to recover the position
his father had formerly held.   Albert the Bear had died in
1170, but his son Otto, margrave of Brandenburg, contin-
ued the extension of the margravate, and German influence
began to penetrate into Pomerania.   A new competitor now